ALLEYTHEATRE

A Christmas Carol | Context Clues
Pre-Show Activity | Grades 6-12

Alignment
e Learning Objective
o Students will analyze historical, social, and moral contexts from A Christmas Carol by
matching textual evidence with historical clues.
e Demonstration of Learning
o Students will use research and reasoning to articulate in writing or speech how each
selected quote reflects Victorian culture, morality, or Dickens’ lived experience.

NOTE: This activity has been aligned with TEKS and Universal Design for Learning. TEKS can be found at
the end of this document.

Materials
e Christmas Carol: Clues and Quotes handout (one full set per group).
e Chart paper or whiteboard space for each group.
e Research devices (optional - for digital reasoning extension).
e Accessto Alley Re-Sourced guide.

Introduction
e Begin with a discussion: “How does an author’s world impact how they write? How does an
author’s writing tell us about their world?”
o Use this abbreviated exchange between Freddy and Scrooge as an example:
= SCROOGE: What right have you to be merry?... You're poor enough.
=  FRED: Whatright have you to be dismal?... You're rich enough.
o Ask: “What might have inspired Dickens to write that?”

Note for UDL alignment: Students can Think-Pair-Share, write answers in a journal, or discuss answers in
small groups before sharing with the class.

Step 1 | Reviewing the Clues
e Students can work in pairs or small groups. Each group should receive a few “Clue” cards from
the handout. If working in groups, each group may receive their own complete set.
e Give students a few minutes to examine their cards, using “See-Think-Wonder” as a framework.
o Whatdo you see?
o What do you think this tells you about life in Dickens’time?
o What do you wonder?

Step 2 | Matching Clues with Quotes
e Give each group a set of “Quote” cards from the included handout.
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e Students match each quote with one or more clues they believe align thematically.
e They use reasoning or additional research to justify their paring. Example:
o Clue: “Workhouses were pretty grim...”
o Quote: “Are there no prisons?...And the Union workhouses? Are they still in operation?”
o Reasoning: Dickens critiqued harsh welfare systems of his time through his work, with
characters explicitly referencing how awful they were.

Step 3 | Reflection and Reasoning
e Each group selects one or two pairings to present.
e Use the Artful Thinking Routine “What makes you say that?” to encourage critical reasoning.
o “Whatevidence supports your match?”
“How does this reflect Dickens’ message or time period?

Note for UDL alignment: Encourage multiple expression modes: oral presentations, visual charts, digital
slides, 1-on-1 reports.

Closure
e Reuvisit: “How does an author’s world impact how they write? How does an author’s writing tell us
about their world?”
e Invite brief, one-sentence reflections from each group using one of these sentence frames:
o “lused to think...now | think...”
o “The story connects to history because....”
o “Whatsurprised me was....”

Optional Extensions
e Gallery Walk: Display quote—clue pairings; students use sticky notes to leave feedback or
alternative interpretations.
e Research Challenge: Students choose one category from the “Clue” cards (Industrial Revolution,
Victorian Morality, Christmas Traditions, etc.) and find one new fact that deepens understanding.
e Performance Connection: Have students stage a brief tableau illustrating one of their matched
quote—clue pairs

TEKS

e ELAG6-12: (6A-C), (7A-B), (BA-C) — Analyze how historical, cultural, and social contexts influence
literature; draw connections between themes and author perspective; use textual evidence to
support interpretation and discussion.

e Theatre |-IV: (2A-B), (3A-C), (4A-B), (5A-B) — Interpret characters and social context through
performance; collaborate to express narrative meaning; analyze dramatic structure and moral
themes.
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